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The opening of the year !94! may be regarded as a Jine of cleavage ushering in a new order of migration 
and migratory problems in Kern county, as elsewhere in the nation 

The problems and emergencies developing out of the mass movement of whole populations of distressed people 
to California have been outlined in previous reports from this office and thoroughly publicized by much more or 
less inconclusive discussion from legis!ative halis to street corners 

Only a short breathing spe!! seems in prospect as a new order brought about by the nationa! emergency re 
directs the flow of migration and creates new problems and new emergencies in public health and sanitation 

As we enter the new year it seems apparent that al! such agencies must prepare in advance to so adjust pro 
grams as to meet the demands of new developments, not only on the basis of norma! expansion of agriculture, but 
on the wider front of nation-wide change 

New industries, new money, new demand and a renewed nationa! spirit cannot fa to bring about complex con- 
ditions affecting every resident and every industry 

Kern county, as the seat of new air and army bases and increased industria! production, without doubt wil! 
continue to attract thousands of new residents each year, but the general! characteristics of these migrants may 
be expected to reflect the new order of nationa! economy 

Many skilied and semi-skilled workers as wel! as the inevitabie camp hangers on may be expected in increas 
ing numbers, while possible stimulation of agriculture in other areas and the hundreds of jocal centers of activity 
being developed in all parts of the nation wil! tend to disperse workers over a wider field 

It seems likely that, in a general way, fewer migrants will be destitute upon entrance and that new migra 
tions will more neariy represent a cross-section of American life than has been the case during those years 
when almost every new-comer was an unskilled agricuitura! worker in need of immediate and continuing support and 
supervision 

Other factors, too, such as a possible increased intrastate migration during the period of industria! ad- 
justment and the development of new agricultura! enterprise in particular areas must be taken into account in 
any sensible forecast of possibilities 

Apparently a new era in Kern county agriculture is now being ushered in by the development of large acreages 


of truck gardening in the Edison area Experienced growers freely predict tremendous expansion in the future with 


highly specialized vegetable production crowding out staple crops on the high expensively irrigated mesa lands 


It is estimated that 350 families will be imported to harvest upwards of 3000 acres of spring garden crops 
In this area, to say nothing of the additional help necessary to care for an increase of 5000 acres in potato 


production. 


Plantings indicate a peak harvest season from March 20 to July i, with peas, melons, tomatoes, lettuce, broc= 
coli and carrots providing a fairly continuous demand. Fall and winter crops In prospect indicate still heavier 
demands from September through to February of nexf year 

Improvement of housing and sanitation in agricultural labor camps has been the principal objective of an 
effective program of cooperation between loca! growers and the Kern County Department of Public Health during 
the past several! years. 

This program, intensified by the emergency growing out of an unprecedented influx of destitute families into 
the newly developed potato fields of the Edison area in 1937, may be credited, to a large extent. with the health 


benefits reliably indicated by the remarkable reduction in the infant mortality rate from an aJ| time high of 107 


deaths per 1000 live births in that year to only 46.3 in 1940° 


If these gratifying gains are to be maintained in future years, owners, growers and civic leaders must con:: 
tinue and intensify their cooperation with health authorities in a well-planned and co ordinated effort to meet 
each new emergency with a practica! program of camp housing and sanitation which will meet the reasonable demands 
of environment without working undue hardship upon any one class or group. 

The Kern County Department of Public Health is alert to the advent of truck gardening as a new, profitable 
and highly important industry in the economic progress of the community and is attempting to anticipate the new 
problems which must inevitably develop. 

Truck gardening is a highly specialized branch of the agricultura! industry and its development in a com~ 


munity not only brings in a great new source of revenue, but certain changes in methods which may well be ape 


praised in advance by a sensible study of the experience of other communities in the past 

Contract labor--as yet comparatively new In Kern county~-apparently is an indispensable part of truck gard- 
ening and contract labor calls for the seasona! importation of families who make a specialty of some one of the 
many different types of work involved in such a diversified development as seems wel! on the way in the Edison 
area. 

The question is, who shall be responsible for the construction and maintenance of cabins, fioored tent frames 
and sanitary surroundings? 

This problem, which must be solved if Kern county is to continue its progressive community health program, 
must be considered from the viewpoint of community welfare with sensible consideration for the needs and rights 
of all groups involved. 

Shall the labor contractor be asked to provide semi permanent housing and sanitation facilities for the 
families he brings in? 

His business is to provide experienced seasona! help for the growers and reasonably steady work for his 
clients. Of necessity he must move from crop to crop in widely separated areas throughout severas western 


states as the season advances, and his workers, carrying baresy househo!d necessities with them, will follow 
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To this end, a thorough investigation of conditions has been initiated -in advance of emergenc y--and 
preparations made for constructive co-operation with owners, growers, labor contractors and work ng families 
in the formulation of a farm labor camp program which wil! be fair and equitab!e to al! groups and properly 
cognizant of'community health needs 

Resident growers and civic leaders have endorsed such a program. The Conference on Community Needs, The 
Agriculture Committee of the Chamber of Commerce, The League of Women Voters and The Kern County Pomona Grange 
have responded by unanimous resolutions and so Kern County seems we!| on the way toward the establishment of 


a constructive program designed to meet future emergencies 
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1934 -- Migration Acceleration Starts 


1935 -- Realization of Emergency Leads to Passage of Ordinance Prohibiting Squatter Camps 


1936 -- W.P.A. Project Initiated to Aid Contro! - Privy Project Begun. 


1937. -- Emergency Grew Suddenly in New Edison Potato Area Peak of Migratory Distress 
1938 -- Temporary Labor Camps Established by County Health Department Reduce Hazards to Children. 
1939 -- County Temporary Camps Discontinued as Cooperation of Growers Remedies Situation Infant 
Mortality Rates Reflect Progress 
Continued Efforts Of Resident Growers to Improve Labor Camps - More Infant Lives Saved 
Initiation of Contract Labor Methods by Non-Resident Growers Viewed with Apprehension as 
Increased Gardening Acreage of 1941 Threatens New Emergencies 
KERN COUNTY DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH 
Joe Smith, M.D. 


Health Officer 


By C. F. Baughman, R.S. 
Deputy Health Officer 


